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tion of a scheme which made the indexing, numbering, filing and
recording of this voluminous correspondence so simple that only
a few moments were necessary to decide what the bureau's action
upon any matter had been, and the exact spot where hands could
be laid upon it.

In the fall of the year 1884 the presidential election took
place, the contest being between the Hon. Grover Cleveland,
Democrat, and the Hon. James G. Elaine, Republican. The con-
test was one of unusual activity and excitement, and much as it

to be regretted, personalities and abuse of both candidates
increased as the campaign advanced. The result was a defeat
of the Eepublican candidate, whose brilliant, magnetic person-
ality and commanding connection with the policy and politics
of his party for thirty years had made him hosts of friends as
well as enemies. Mr. Cleveland was inaugurated on the 4th of
March, 1885, and the Hon. W. C. Whitney succeeded the Hon.
W. E. Chandler as Secretary of the Navy. Long control of the
Government by the Eepubliean party and the supposed excesses
growing up under it, led to an investigation of the affairs in the
Navy Department, but revealed nothing wrong in the adminis-
tration of its responsibilities.

The construction of the new Navy, begun in 1882 under the
Eepublican administration, was advanced and given additional
impetus under President Cleveland, during whose administra-
tion a number of formidable vessels were added to the Navy list.
The bureau's connection with these new vessels embraced every-
thing relating to their rigging, galley and furniture, anchors,
chains, sails, awnings, hangings and furnishings of officers'
quarters, coal, enlistment of men, and many other details con-
nected with the outfits of naval supplies and stores for them.

"With the demand for increased space in the new vessels came
also the need of reducing the weight of outfits carried and a
decrease in the sizes of all rigging supporting spars which forced
the substitution of steel where iron had formerly been used. The
specifications setting forth the physical characteristics of this
newer material, possessing the minimum of size with the maxi-
mum of strength, occasioned some friction between the depart-
ment officials and the manufacturers, who, in some instances, ex-
pressed the belief that what the department demanded could notrescue to
